





CRDH celebrates a quarter-century of research 


GREAT GRADS 


Students moving forward 


ae 


TRASH TO TREASURE 12 


Redesigning someone else's waste 





Ici, on recycle 


Province honours program 


BARBARA BLACK 
Concordia University has become the first univer- 
sity to earn the designation “Ici on recycle” from 
the Quebec government. The certification was 
acknowledged on June 8 at the Salon de 
l'Environnement in the Old Port. 

Environmental/R4 Coordinator 
Beaudoin remembers when she didn’t know much 
about sustainability. Now the graduate in 
International Business has her “ideal job’ and has 
learned so much that outsiders call her for advice. 

“My business degree is serving me well in com- 
munications and project management; she said. 

Sue Magor, Director of Environmental Health 
and Safety (EHS), said that four years ago, her 
department put safety first and the environment 
second. That changed irrevocably when students 
conducted a sustainability assessment of the uni- 
versity in 2002. Now they're on a par. 

“The students have completely bought into the 
concept, Magor said. Sustainable Concordia 
works closely with EHS. 

There are many active shareholders in the 
effort, among them Facilities Management, 
Auxiliary Services, the Department of Geography, 
Planning and the Environment, the greenhouse 
project, University Communication Services and 
the West Montreal Readaptation Centre. 
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On the terrace at Montreal City Hall, displaying a booklet on industrial research being done at Concordia, are, left to right, Peter 
Kruyt, chair of the university's Board of Governors, Mayor Gérald Tremblay, Vice-President Research and Graduate Studies Louise 
Dandurand, President Claude Lajeunesse, and Alan DeSousa, a member of the executive of city council. 


Breaking new ground 


Concordia’s researchers contribute to city’s economy 


BARBARA BLACK 


| President Claude Lajeunesse has taken 
| Concordia’s message to City Hall. The 


message is that the university is deeply 


| committed to the future of the city and 


intimately involved in its economic life. 

His visit to Old Montreal on June 12 
was a dramatic way to present a new 
publication in English and French, 
Engaged in Montreals Development 


(S‘engager dans le développement de’ 


Montréal), to Mayor.Gérald Tremblay. It 
specifically addresses the ways 
Concordia’s researchers are focusing on 
industrial and technological challenges 
that give Montreal a competitive edge. 
Mayor Tremblay was in an expansive 
mood as he welcomed Chair of the Board 
of Governors Peter Kruyt, President 
Lajeunesse, Vice-President Research 
Louise Dandurand and a small group of 


researchers and staff. He related with 
enthusiasm how, when he was Quebec 
minister of industry, commerce, science 
and technology, he proposed supporting 
the concept of “clusters” (grappes) to 
embrace the strong and emerging 
aspects of Montreal's economy. 

He named 15 clusters that fall into four 
types: competitive clusters (aerospace, life 
science, information and communication 
technologies and textiles and clothing), 
visibility clusters (culture, tourism and 
service), emerging technology clusters 
(nanotechnology, advanced materials 
and environmental technology), and 
manufacturing clusters (energy, bio-food, 
petrochemicals and plastics, metallurgy 
and paper and wood products). 

In February 2006, President 
Lajeunesse addressed the Montreal 
Board of Trade. In his speech, he prom- 


ised to deliver a publication that 
describes Concordia’s contributions to 
the future of many of these Montreal- 
based industries through research per- 
formed at the university. The launch of 
Engaged in Montreal's Development is the 
fulfillment of that promise. 

Lajeunesse said he is aware of “the 
constant need to break new ground” in 
order to stay ahead of the competition, 
and push the boundaries of scientific 
and creative endeavour. 

Tremblay responded by describing the 
“profound change in attitude” needed to 
galvanize local industry, attract new 
investment, and persuade entrepre- 
neurs to invest in research and develop- 
ment for the long-term health of the city, 
the province and the country. 

You can read the publication at 
www.Concordia.ca/clusters. 
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Young investment analysts are generous 


BARBARA BLACK 





The graduates of one program at 
Concordia have a 87-per-cent 
participation rate in fundraising 
for scholarships despite the fact 
that they are still in their twenties 
and thirties. If all Concordia 
graduates in that age group 





showed the same generosity, it 
would enrich the university by 
millions of dollars. 

The willingness of the young 
alumni of the Kenneth Woods 
Portfolio Management Program to 
help current students was noted 
by Dean Jerry Tomberlin at a 
reception at the Montreal 


Professor Abraham Brodt, winner of the JMSB Teaching Excellence Award 
for 2006-07, with two of the Calvin Potter Fellows, Johann Tritthardt (left 
— read more on page 8) and Nicholas Kepper. 


FAMSTOMONGOG MIYONY 


Amateur Athletic Association on 
Peel St. for this year's graduates. 

Woods, a successful Vancouver 
businessman, launched the pro- 
gram in 2000 with a $1-million 
donation. Each year, the stu- 
dents’ job is to invest that money 
and see that it grows. 

Finance Professor Abraham 
Brodt, who is the program direc- 
tor, reported, “The Class of 2007 
fund managers had an excellent 
performance in 2006, generating 
a total return of 13.61 per cent 
and beating their benchmark by 
145 basis points.” 

Any profits made are reinvest- 
ed, and the students’ perform- 
ance is measured against the per- 
formance of a combination of 
industry indexes, such as the TSE 
300 and Standard & Poor's 500. 

The undergraduate students 
are handpicked for the extracur- 
ricular program. They commit 
themselves to it for two years, 
with the first-year students 
watching the second-year stu- 
dents. While they make the 
investment decisions, they must 
adhere to guidelines set by a client 








Librarian poster forum 
opportunity to share research 


KAREN HERLAND 


Librarians are so busy facilitat- 
ing everyone else's research we 
almost never hear about their 
own. 

The 5th Annual Poster Forum, 
held June 1 at the Vanier Library, 
provided the chance to do just 
that. Five of the nine presenta- 
tions were made by Concordia 
librarians who discussed the 
work they've been doing and its 
impact on their profession. 

Kumiko Vézina presented her 
research on professors’ attitudes 
about open access publishing 
and archiving. She sent a survey 
to researchers in the six major 
Quebec universities asking how 
interested they were in making 
their research papers completely 
accessible in online repositories 
and journals. 

She revealed that more than a 
quarter of the researchers had 
already published in open access 
journals, but very few were con- 
sistently self-archiving their 
work in repositories. Their hesi- 
tation usually hinged on misun- 
derstanding about the legality 
and impact of such repositories 
and not on disagreement with 


the underlying principles. 
Vézina concluded that librari- 
ans had an important role to play 
in countering some of these 
apprehensions. She also urged the 
librarians present to ensure that 
internal repositories were not 
only available, but actively pro- 
moted within their institutions. 
Concordia is going ahead with 
plans to establish an internal 
respository of our own. Equip- 
ment has been purchased and 
the -project will be introduced 
over the next academic year. 
Patrick Labelle presented his 
research on what, if any, special 
needs international students 
had in relation to library training 
and access. He ran focus groups 
assessing the past and present 
study habits and needs of a 
cross-section of international 
students after they had been at 
Concordia for almost a year. : 
His conclusions were that 
international students arrive 
with the same gaps in knowledge 
as most local college students 
do. They do not necessarily 
understand proper citation 
practices, are unfamiliar with 
the range of materials available 
and are more likely to use Google 


and Wikipedia uncritically to 
find what they need. 

“They really are not all that 
different from other first-year 
students, and there’s no reason 
to segment them,” Labelle con- 
cluded. 

Both Andréa Harland and Ann 
Golubowski presented research 
related to their fields. Harland 
used a case study to determine 
the most effective way to link 
researchers with certain infor- 
mation on library websites. 

Golubowski demonstrated 
that resource needs vary 
depending on the discipline. 
Some rely more on current jour- 
nal information, others on main- 
taining collections of recent 
monographs. These results have 
an impact on library spending 
priorities. 

Olivier Charbonneau present- 
ed his plans, aided with federal 
funding, to establish an interac- 
tive database for graphic novel 
collections. The books could be 
rated and discussed alongside 
more traditional classification 
information. 

The poster and oral presenta- 
tion forum was organized by 
Alex Guindon. 


committee to ensure that they 
cover a variety of industries and 
investment instruments. 

They meet twice a week each 
term, and report to the client 
committee of senior investment 
professionals every few months. 
Each student has at least three 
mentors, with whom he or she 
meets at least once a quarter. In 
addition, each student should get 
two work terms. 

The graduating students are 
referred to as Calvin Potter 
Fellows. Woods, a 1975 MBA 
graduate of Concordia, dedicated 
the program to a former profes- 
sor and mentor, Calvin Potter, 
who died in 2000. His widow, 
Winifred Potter, attended the 
reception on May 28. 

The nine graduates all have 
jobs lined up in the investment 
industry; in fact, one of them, 
Melissa Papanayotou, couldn't be 
spared by her employers in 
Toronto, and had to miss the 
party. Her fellow graduates 
expressed their gratitude to their 
mentors and professors, and to 
Woods, who always flies in from 


B.C. for the event. 

Another reason for celebration 
is that Brodt was chosen as the 
2007 recipient of the John Molson 
School of Business Teaching 
Excellence Award. 

One student said, “Professor 
Brodt is well prepared, organized 
and dedicated to his students. He 
teaches with a calm, sincere atti- 
tude and has shown an extraordi- 
nary commitment to the pro- 
gram. He is the reason that so 
many of the Kenneth Woods 
graduates have achieved the suc- 
cess that we have’ 

Another said, “I was fascinated 
by the world of corporate finance 
as shown to me by Dr. Brodt. It is 
nothing like I imagined it before: 
not dull and mind-numbing, but 
captivating. 

“His enthusiasm is infectious. I 
talked to other students in my 
class, many said that after having 
taken this course they decided to 
choose financial management as 
their MBA specialization’ 

The teaching award will be 
presented at JMSB convocation 
on June 19. 


IN BRIEF 


We have every reason to be proud 


“I do not think it’s an exaggeration to say that we are one of the most 
dynamic and forward-looking institutions in Quebec and in Canada” 
Those are encouraging words, and they're at the heart of a year-end 
message from President Claude Lajeunesse to the whole Concordia 
community. You can read it in full at news.concordia.ca. 


Appointments 


Jonathan Levinson has been appointed Chief of Staff to President 
Claude Lajeunesse. He has been in the position on an interim basis 
since February. A lawyer, he came to Concordia as Assistant General 


Counsel in April 2006. 


Michel Robitaille has been appointed Director, IT Strategies and 
Operations, in the Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science. He 
comes to the post from the Université de Montréal. 


Every 1 came through 


Community Campaign Co-Chairs Irvin Dudeck and Catherine 
Mulligan congratulate all the contributors and volunteers who helped 
out with this year's successful campaign. Our commitment to 
Concordia enabled us to surpass our goal of $180,000. 


Shuffling pays 


The Shuffle committee is gearing up for the 18th annual walkathon 
and has set the date for Sept. 28 at 1 p.m. Those of you who Shuffled 
the last two years will be pleased to learn that more than $100,000 was 
recently transferred to the Financial Aid & Awards Office. 


JMSB grads inducted into BGS 


Every year, the top graduating students of the JMSB are inducted into 
the Beta Gamma Sigma honour society. Their achievement will be cel- 
ebrated at a reception June 21 in the D.B. Clarke Theatre. For a list of the 
students, please go to www.johnmolson.concordia.ca. 


Human development 





across disciplines 


party. Serbin will be resuming her directorship of the centre when she returns from sabbatical in July. 


KAREN HERLAND 
A few years ago, provincial fund- 
ing agencies restructured, and 
the Centre for Research in 
Human Development (CRDH) 
was asked to expand its mandate. 

“We are well recognized inter- 
nationally as a concentration of 
developmental researchers,” 
said Acting Director Karen Li. 
“They [the FQRSC — Fonds 
québécois de la recherche sur la 
société et culture] wanted us to 
team up with experts in other 
disciplines to approach targeted 
social problems — for example, 
children at risk for developmen- 
tal problems by virtue of their 
family characteristics.” 

The shift in 2003 to multidisci- 
plinary problem-solving has 
resulted in a number of new 
opportunities for the CRDH, 
which recently celebrated its 
25th anniversary at a lovely 
reception in its Loyola offices. 

What began in 1981 with five 
researchers in  Concordia’s 
Psychology Department has 
grown to include 37 full mem- 
bers from Concordia, McGill, 
UQAM, Université Laval and 
College de Maisonneuve, repre- 


senting decision sciences, edu- 
cation, epidemiology, exercise 
science, geography, psychology, 
political science and sociology. 

Add to that over 150 graduate 
students and post-doctoral fel- 
lows and it’s easy to see why the 
CRDH has been collecting head- 
lines and research funding over 
the last year. 

“It’s great to get researchers 
from different disciplines in the 
same room talking to each 
other,’ Li said. Those conversa- 
tions can open the door to new 
collaborations. “Dolores 
Pushkar {of Concordia 
Psychology] and Giovani Burgos 
[of McGill Sociology] realized 
that they were both interested in 
poverty, but from very different 
angles.” 

It was common ground that 
required some effort to uncover. 
“You have to translate your own 
jargon into understandable 
terms, Li said of interdiscipli- 
nary exchange. 

The potential for positive out- 
comes, once that translation is 
accomplished, is great. Li has 
been collaborating with profes- 
sors in Exercise Science. 
Through that partnership, she 


has incorporated techniques 
she had never been exposed to 
before. “It’s been extremely 
enriching. There are literatures 
that I would have otherwise 
been completely unaware of? 

Faculty and grad students are 
accessing previously unfamiliar 
equipment, computer programs 
or methodologies. 

There are still challenges, 
some exacerbated by the grow- 
ing size and scope of the centre. 
“It's a work in progress, trying to 
matchmake more than 37 full 
members and international col- 
laborators’ 

Getting people to interact 
across distance, as well as disci- 
pline, is not always easy. “We 
would like to develop a virtual 
communications set-up, so we 
can have video-conferencing, or 
we can have people view our 


speakers online and participate 


remotely: 

That may be partly behind the 
CRDH's plans to offer two grad- 
uate scholarships to students 
who can help translate the 
CRDH’s findings to the general 
public. One student will develop 
an internet journal, the other 
will organize a lecture series. 
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ACCOLADES 


The recipient of this year's JMSB Distinguished Junior Research 
Award is Assistant Professor (Finance) Imants Paeglis. He will use 
the research grant to further his research on the influence founding 
families have on the financial decisions of their firms. 


Qo 


The 10th Annual Faculty of Engineering and Computer Science 
Teaching Excellence Award, full-time category, goes to Khaled 
Galal, Building, Civil, and Environmental Engineering, and in the 
part-time teaching category to Pierre Q. Gauthier, Mechanical 
and Industrial Engineering. 


“~\QGvo 


Congratulations to the winners of the Joe Kelly Graduate Award, 
which recognizes graduate students in the JMSB for the quality of 
their theses. This year, there were two recipients: Mark Cleveland, 
PhD, and Wendy Glaser, MSc. 


 ~@o 


Congratulations to Nabil Esmail, Dean of Engineering and 
Computer Science, who has been named a fellow of the Canadian 
Academy of Engineering. Established in 1987, this body comprises 
some 301 active and 91 emeritus members. The citation says, in 
part: “He has transformed the Faculty of Engineering & Computer 
Science of Concordia University into one of the largest centers of 
Canadian engineering academic training and research? 


Qe 


Norma Joseph, chair of the Department of Religion, was the sub- 
ject of a profile in Lifestyles magazine, an international publication 
aimed at philanthropists. It told how she became a feminist while 
maintaining her Orthodox Judaism, and how she integrates the 
study of ritual, food, and feminism into her courses. 


N@Qoo 


Hugh J. McQueen (Mechanical/Industrial Engineering, Emeritus) 
was asked to speak in Kahnawake on June 2 about the collapse of the 
Quebec Bridge during its initial construction stage on Aug, 29, 100 
years ago. Of the 75 men who were killed, 33 were from the First 
Nations reserve. The Canadian-designed and built cantilever bridge 
near Quebec City is the longest such span in the world. 


NQo 


Congratulations to Sabah 
Toma Alkass, chair of the 
Department of Building, Civil 
and Environmental Engineering, 
who was selected by the 
Canadian Society for Civil 
Engineering to receive the 2007 
Walter Shanly Award “for out- 
standing contributions to the 
development and practice of 
construction engineering in 
Canada.” The presentation took 
place at the society's annual 
meeting, held June 6 to 9 in 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. 


Qo 


Christine Jones (BFA 89) was nominated for a Tony Award for Best 
Scenic Design of a Musical for her work on Spring Awakening. After 
leaving Concordia, Jones got her MFA at New York University, where 
she now teaches. She also teaches at Princeton. 


Qo 


Financial reporter Don Macdonald of The Gazette used Suresh 
Goyal (Decision Sciences) to prove that “you don't have to be a 
rocket scientist” to manage your own investments. “He and his wife 
arrived in Canada from England in 1982 with $5,000 in savings 
between them.” They now have more than $1 million. Goyal told the 
reporter he learned investing not as an academic discipline, but 
from newspaper articles, books and his own mistakes. 


“NQY’o 
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Alumni awards for stellar service 


Students, staff, faculty and supporters singled out for their ongoing contributions to Concordia 


The Concordia University 
Alumni Association (CUAA) pre- 
sented its Recognition Awards 
for outstanding service at a ban- 
quet May 29 at the downtown 
Sofitel Hotel. 


Alumnus of the Year Award: 
Otis Grant 

Grant was a high-profile boxer 
while he was a student at 
Concordia. He got his BA in 
Recreation and Leisure in 1993, 
and became an effective mentor 
to troubled teenagers, working 
as an aide at Lindsay Place High 
School in Pointe Claire. 

In June 1999, he was in a terri- 
ble traffic accident on a highway 
near Montreal. During his conva- 
lescence, he established the Otis 
Grant Friends Foundation to 
assist the needy through sport- 
ing events and activities. 

More than four years after the 
crash, Grant launched a boxing 
comeback, defeating former 
world champion  Dingaan 
Thobela in November 2003. He 
continued to win six more times, 
boosting his record to 39-2-1 
with 17 knockouts. 


Humberto Santos Award of 
Merit: Victor Zilberman 
Zilberman defected in the early 
1970s, when he was the Soviet 
Union's national wrestling 
champion. He came to Canada 
and studied at Lakehead 
University, then earned a 
Graduate Diploma in Sports 
Administration at Concordia 
and a PhD at the Université de 
Montréal. 

He started the Montreal 
Wrestling Club and the Concordia 
University wrestling team with the 
1980 Olympic Games in mind but 
those games were boycotted to 
protest the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan. Zilberman became 
head coach of the Canadian 
Olympic wrestling team in 1988 
and 1992. He continues to coach 
Canadian athletes. 

Since 1977, his Concordia 
wrestling team has won 67 CIS 
gold medals and _ produced 
dozens of national champions. 
He was named the outstanding 
Canadian Interuniversity Sport 
(CIS) men’s wrestling coach in 
1984 and 1986. 


Benoit Pelland Distinguished 
Service Award: Susan Hawke 
A 1974 graduate of Loyola 
College, Hawke is Associate 
Librarian in the Career 
Resource Centre. 





Gabriel Bran Lopez (left) and Mohamed Shuriye pose on either side of Rose Wangechi, Alumni Officer, Student 
Programs, at the Alumni Awards Dinner. Lopez and Shuriye were given Outstanding Student Awards. 


In the late 1990s, she began 
helping with the Concordia 
Used Book Fair, and took over in 
2001 as chief organizer. 

The fair has raised $70,000 
over 10 years for the Multi-Faith 
Chaplaincy’s Emergency Food 
Fund, the Emergency Loan 
Program, and the Concordia 
Used Book Fair Scholarship, 
which Hawke helped establish. 


Honorary Life Membership 
Award: Avrum Morrow 

A lifelong hobby painter and art 
collector, businessman Morrow 
has commissioned more than 
400 artworks for his company’s 
Old Montreal headquarters. 

Recently he established the 
Dora. Morrow Fellowship for 
Excellent Achievement in 
Visual Arts. 

He is a member of the 
Advisory Board of Concordia’s 
Faculty of Fine Arts, and in 2006 
he received a Fine Arts Award of 
Distinction. As a result of his 
philanthropy and commitment 
to the arts, he was named to the 
Order of Canada. He also 
devotes much of his time to 
underprivileged youth. 


Alumni Award for Excellence 
in Teaching: Matthew Hays 

A prize-winning graduate of 
Concordia’s film studies program, 
Hays is a film critic and reporter 
for the Montreal Mirror. 

His articles on popular culture 


and politics have appeared in 
many publications, including 
The New York Times, the 
American gay and lesbian maga- 
zine The Advocate and The Globe 
and Mail. He is a contributing 
editor to POV, the Canadian 
film magazine. He is currently 
working on a book. 

He has taught film studies, 
film history, communication 
studies and writing for the 
media since 2004. He has also 
taught journalism, reporting 
methods and feature writing. 


Outstanding Faculty/Staff 
Award: Roger Cété 

Associate Vice-President (Enrol- 
ment & Student Services) Cété 
was described in his award cita- 
tion as “one of the most trusted 
and intelligent people at 
Concordia.” He has been a uni- 
versity administrator in student 
services for 26 years. He over- 
sees the Dean of Students office 
as well as Financial Aid and 
Enrolment Services. 

His goal has always been to 
enhance the university's ability 
to effectively manage student 
enrolment and promote student 
success. 


MBA Alumnus of the Year: 
Harold Simpkins 

Simpkins, who earned his BA in 
1967 from Sir George Williams 
University and his MBA in 1978 
from Concordia, has taught many 


courses in marketing, retailing, 
business communications and 
management in the JMSB. 

His online course Marketing 
Yourself was awarded the 2005 
Award for Excellence and 
Innovation in Instructional Design 
by the Canadian Association for 
Distance Education. 

In addition to his teaching, 
Co-op and coaching activities, 
Simpkins is a community con- 
sultant and the president of 
Montreal-based Youth Employ- 
ment Services. 


Outstanding Student Award: 
Mohamed Shuriye 

Born in Somalia, Shuriye emigrat- 
ed to avoid the civil war of 1990- 
1992. In the fall of 2003 he enrolled 
at Concordia and became involved 
in the Arts and Science Federation 
of Association (ASFA), organizing 
a frosh for new students. He also 
set up a program to provide eight 
bursaries. 

In his third year, Shuriye was 
elected president of the 
Concordia Student Union (CSU). 
In that position, he tripled the 
bursaries offered by the CSU 
from 10 to 30. 

Last March, he co-organized 
Less Talk, More Action: A Youth 
Summit on Climate Change, 
which featured keynote speak- 
ers Al Gore and David Suzuki. 
He also helped spearhead the 
successful 1 per cent campaign 
to make Concordia greener. 


AV18 NYAY 


Outstanding Student Award: 
Jose Gabriel Bran Lopez. 
Lopez is doing a major in 
Communication Studies at 
Concordia and is this year's pres- 
ident of the Garnet Key Society. 
He also organized Youth Action 
Jeunesse, a conference on cre- 
ative youth empowerment, and 
was treasurer of the Communi- 
cations Guild students’ associa- 
tion. 

He was one of two Concordia 
candidates for the 2007 
Canadian Rhodes scholarship; 
he received both the 2006 
Rogers Sportnet Scholarship 
and the Astral Media 
Scholarship. 

Born in Guatemala, Lopez 
has worked with a variety of 
organizations around the 
world. This summer, he will go 
to Uganda with Concordia’s 
Volunteer Abroad Program. 


Correction 


In the last issue of the 
Journal Honorary Doctorate 
recipient Howard Alper was 


incorrectly identified as the 
University of Ottawa's Vice- 
President of Research. 

In fact, Alper returned to 
teaching at the university a 
year ago. We sincerely regret 
the error. 
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GREAT GRADS 


The second time is just as sweet 


DAWN WISEMAN 


Patrizia Brenelli doesn't fit every- 
one’s image of an undergraduate 
student, but her BA in Psychology 
is actually the second degree for 
this 45-year-old mother, wife, and 
businesswoman. 

“I got a BComm in Quantitive 
Methods from Concordia in 1983? 
she said, “and ever since then I've 
wanted to come back” 

Upon graduation (the first time), 
Brenelli moved to her native Italy, 
where she opened and ran a suc- 
cessful import / export business in 
Milan for 21 years. Three years ago 
when she decided to “change her 
life and go back to school? she con- 
sidered the obvious MBA route. 

“But I thought, I'll always be a 
businesswoman, so let’s try 





something different.’ 

Having enjoyed reading psychol- 
ogy throughout her career, Brenelli 
applied to a number of programs, 
but “there was never really any 
question that I wanted Concordia’ 
Upon acceptance, she and her hus- 
band sold the business, and moved 
to Montreal with their daughter. 

Going to school with students 
half her age was no problem. “I felt 
completely at ease and made 
friends of all ages. It really was like 
being home again” And psycholo- 
gy turned out to be a good fit. 

“Il have two sides, a scientific 
one, and a more humanistic one.” 
Psychology satisfied both with 
its mix of math, stats and analy- 
sis, as well as theory and behav- 
iour. “It really is a complete dis- 
cipline;’ she said. “I loved it. The 


Andrea Spector on a break from installing a water pump in Kedougou, Senegal. 


Award goes to green engineer 


Jacos LARSEN 





Most graduating students can 
expect a little pomp and circum- 
stance at their convocation cere- 
mony. However, engineering grad 
Andrea Spector will receive the 
Lieutenant-Governor'’s Award with 
her degree. 

Spector's award comes after four 
years of contributions to the 
Concordia community and 
involvement in multiple projects. 
As a co-op student, she worked in 
Finland and Senegal, as well as two 
terms closer to home with the City 
of Westmount and Inspec-Sol. 

“It's great to get experience in 
your field. It definitely makes you 
more marketable? 

In the second year of her civil 
engineering degree she travelled to 
Senegal with Engineers Without 
Borders to work in cashew pro- 
cessing, as well as helping to install 
some water pumps for agricultural 
use. After returning to Concordia, 
she collaborated with a team of 


students in designing a compost 
facility for Loyola that will process 
the campus’ kitchen waste. 

The winner of the Lieutenant- 
Governor's Award is named by 
Senate for exceptional social 
involvement and community 
service. 

“I was completely surprised? 
Spector reports. “Honestly, I had to 
look it up [the award], because I 
didn’t know what it was’ 

While the award is a rare honour, 
it is not going to change Andrea's 
plans. Like many graduating stu- 
dents, she's now on the job, train- 
ing as a field engineer with Kiewit, 
an international engineering firm. 
She credits her co-op experience 
with helping her find work so soon 
after school. 

Along with her focus in civil 
engineering, Spector completed an 
option in environmental engineer- 
ing that allows her to pursue her 
interests in promoting a healthy 
environment, both at Concordia 


and abroad. 
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work was a pleasure” 

Brenelli’s pleasure translated 
into outstanding academic results. 
She is this year’s recipient of the 
Rytsa Tobias Memorial Medal, 
awarded to the highest-ranking 
student graduating with a BA 
degree, and the Governor- 
General's Silver Medal, awarded to 
the highest ranking undergraduate 
who is graduating. 

Now that she’s finished with 
such distinction, Brenelli is return- 
ing to work full-time at the import/ 
export business she and her hus- 
band have opened in Canada. But 
she still has the learning bug. 

“I am seriously considering 
another degree,’ she said. “But 
this time at the graduate level. 
Two undergraduate degrees are 
enough.” 
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Patrizia Brenelli, who graduated with the highest GPA among undergrads, 
is already thinking about her next degree. 





George Paul Meiu on subjectivity 


Started doing ethnographic research while still in high school in Romania 


KAREN HERLAND 


Not many 23-year-olds can dis- 
cuss how they plan to write their 
second book. George Paul Meiu 
(Honours Anthropology) does so 
thoughtfully. 

Meiu arrived here from 
Romania with his family in 2003. 
He had already spent several high 
school years working for the 
Museum of the Romanian 
Peasant. While working for this 
cultural institution he studied a 
ritual, popular in rural Trans- 
ylvania, which involved young 
men in masks travelling from 
house to house, singing carols at 


Christmastime. The practice was 
intended to purify the homes vis- 
ited. 

Communist authorities en- 
couraged young men to perform 
these songs on stage at summer 
festivals, stripping the activity of 
its original meaning and trans- 
forming it into a nationalist dis- 
play. 

Meiu wrote a book in 
Romanian about this ritual’s 
transformation over the last 100 


years. Meiu himself was from a 
village 20 kilometres away from 
the one he was studying, where 
he continued to participate in 
the same ritual. He spent time in 


George Paul Meiu has contributed to his department while studying here. 
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both communities during sum- 
mers and holidays. 

“I was travelling back and forth, 
trying to have distance and also 
being in the midst of things” That 
balance between privileged access 
and academic objectivity was 
omitted from his book. “My next 
book will be more subjective’ 

Meiu transferred his interests 
to a totally different region of the 
world. With the help of profes- 
sors Christine Jourdan and 
Anthony Synnott, he got funding 
to go to Kenya, intending to 
study a dance ritual that had 
emerged in the 80s as a tourist 
attraction. Instead, he became 
interested in European women 
tourists who developed relation- 
ships with Masai warriors. 

The topic of women’s sex 
tourism has gained attention 
with films like The White Masai. 
“Most of the literature used these 
situations to say ‘See, women do 
it too,” Meiu said. “Instead, I 
wanted to look at more complex 
questions about sexuality across 
culture and gender’ 

His research has sent him to 
several conferences here and in 
London, England. His presenta- 
tion also earned him first prize at 
this year's inaugural 
Undergraduate Research Day. At 
graduation he will receive the 
Everett C. Hughes Medal. 

Meiu will be heading to the U.S. 
this summer to begin a PhD with 
a fellowship offered to him by the 
University of Chicago. 
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DAWN WISEMAN 


“He's a really good salesman; said 
My-An Nguyen. “And she’s a really 
good project manager, smiled Eric 
Birman. 

The two software engineering 
grads were ribbing each other, in 
the manner of people who have 
spent a lot of time together — 
which they have. 

Nguyen and Birman (along 
with fellow graduates Oshadha 
Yohan Kariyawasan, Eitan Levi, 
Zingee Ngan, Fran¢ois Nguyen, 
and David Vincelli) spent a year 
working on their engineering 
capstone project, a Prescription 
Management System (PMS). 

The project was a proof of con- 
cept, essentially a test to demon- 
strate the feasibility of a system. Its 
focus was the replacement of paper 
work in the filling and management 


of prescriptions to minimize error, 
contra-indication and fraud. 

The idea was inspired, in part, by 
Nguyen’s mother. “She's a pharma- 
cist, and she often has to call doc- 
tors to decipher what is written on 
the forms they've given patients’ 

The team examined an idea that 
has been proposed at the provincial 
level before, replacing Medicare 
cards with electronic smart cards 
which could allow medical profes- 
sionals (with proper and secure 
access) to link to patient informa- 
tion from all sources. 

Birman explained, “No informa- 
tion would be stored on the card 
itself, just a private key that would 
allow access to that person's infor- 
mation on a central server.’ A pub- 
lic key on the server would help 
ensure patient privacy and security 
of information. 

Doctors could enter prescription 


information directly into a patient's 
electronic file, and when the 
patient hands his or her Medicare 
card to a pharmacist, that person 
would be able to see exactly what 
the doctor ordered. Errors related 
to poor penmanship would be a 
thing of the past. 

Nguyen and Birman underlined 
that such a system should also cut 
down on drug interactions and on 
prescription abuse, because doc- 
tors would be able to see how 
often, and where, patients were 
attempting to fill prescriptions. 

“We managed to show that the 
system is feasible’ said Birman, 
donning his salesman'’s hat and 
adding, “As a proof of concept, it’s 
marketable” 

As project manager, Nguyen 
cocked her head and said more 
cautiously, “What we have can be 
built upon. 


Historians on the move 


KAREN HERLAND 


Jasmine St-Laurent and Nancy 
Rebelo have produced an audio 
tour that tells the story of 
Montreal's St. Laurent Blvd. in the 
voices of the immigrants who 
gravitated to it. Their tour, which 
follows the 55 bus route, includes a 
guidebook for “history geeks and 
their teachers’ 

“We didn't want the tour to be 
about places, we wanted to hear 
people's voices; Rebelo said. 

“For many people, the Main was 
the go-to place. You could find 
people who knew the food you eat 
and who could help you find a job 
and a place to stay, said St- 
Laurent. 

The two came to Concordia 
with an interest in education and 





history — Rebelo had a BA in High 
School Education; St-Laurent has 
been working with youth groups 
for years. 

The public history program 
helped St-Laurent to think about 
how history could be built from 
various points of view. “Instead of 
seeing history at face value, I 
understood that there was always 
a story about history, that it was 
contested” 

It was Steven High's class that 
helped them develop a way to com- 
bine those interests with their own 
backgrounds as second- and third- 
generation Canadians — Rebelos 
parents are from Portugal, and St- 
Laurent’s maternal grandparents 
hailed from Italy and Poland. 

“His class was like a think tank. 
He encouraged people to work 


Jasmine St-Laurent (left) and Nancy Rebelo sample some classic 
Portuguese queijada de natas from a Main bakery. 
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together; St-Laurent said. 

The tour takes the listener up the 
Main and through four different 
cultural neighbourhoods— first 
Chinatown, then the Portuguese 
and Jewish communities and final- 
ly Little Italy. The narratives are 
woven together with the voice of a 
55 bus driver, describing his adven- 
tures on the route. Traffic noises 
are audible along the way. 

Rebelo and St-Laurent started 
out just sitting on the bus, watch- 
ing the scenes pass by. Then, using 
community leaders and word of 
mouth, they found people to tell 
their stories. Although Rebelos 
family has been active in the 
Portuguese community centred 
around Rachel St. since the 1980s, 
St-Laurent found Palmira Lima 
Ferreira to tell the story of the 
Portuguese immigrant experience. 

Both women say they underesti- 
mated the amount of work it 
would take to edit interviews of up 
to two hours down to seven- 
minute capsules. Background 
information and photos are avail- 
able in accompanying guides. 

To download the tour and 
materials, go to storytelling.con- 
cordia.ca/workingclass/project55/i 
ndex.html Current efforts to» give 
the Main a facelift which diverted 
bus traffic off the street have been 
suspended for June. “The Main 
changes all the time; St-Laurent 
said. 

Rebelo will be returning to the 
Public History program in the fall 
to do her PhD: Both women would 
like to do other tours. of more 


recent waves of immigrants. 


GREAT GRADS 


Engineers project just what the doctor ordered 





These two software specialists engineered a way to keep prescriptions 
private while avoiding dangerous combinations. 


While both students are interest- 
ed in pursuing the project, gradua- 
tion has them heading in different 
directions. Birman has already 
started work as the Director of IT 


at Olymbec, Quebec's largest 
owner and leaser of industrial 
property. Nguyen is pursuing an 
internship at IBM Canada that she 
hopes will become permanent. 
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Promotional pair believe that Art Matters 


KAREN HERLAND 


After reading a few hundred 
artist’s statements, you learn 
what works and what doesn't. 

Corina Kennedy and Emily 
Shanahan have devoted a good 
part of their undergraduate 
careers to reviewing those state- 
ments, both as co-directors of the 
2006 edition of Art Matters, and 
of the VAV gallery for the 2006-07 
academic year. 

“You learn how to document 
your own work, and how to pres- 
ent yourself; said Kennedy. 

The two met at Dawson 
College and have been working 
together ever since. They both 
decided to come to Concordia 
to study painting and drawing, 
but had precious little time to 
produce their own work 
because they devoted so much 


Lucien L'Allier Metro station, whic 





Emily Shanahan (Left) and Corina Kennedy pose with an abandoned art 
project behind the VA Building. 


effort to promoting the work of 
their colleagues. 
It’s apparently a hard habit to 
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shake. The two, along with Jim 
Verburg, who co-curated this 
year's Art Matters festival, have 
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signed a lease in the Belgo build- 
ing and expect their own gallery 
to be operating by the fall. 

“We want to focus on emerging 
artists, those who are still stu- 
dents or have just graduated. It 
will help them get the experience 
they need to apply to artist-run 
centres, Kennedy said. 

When the two took on the 
coordination Art Matters in the 
summer of 2005, they had no idea 
what they were getting into. “It’s 
like a heart attack that’s slowly 
building. It starts in the summer, 
and then, the next March, you 
have the heart attack, and then 
you recover, Shanahan said. 

The annual event showcases 
student work across the entire 
Fine Arts faculty. “We wanted 
to push spaces outside of 
school. Organizing an event in 
the Darling Foundry was amaz- 





Hockey player headed for 


MICHAEL KEEGAN 


Hockey is Andrea Dolan’s pas- 
sion. “It’s a way of life for me,’ she 
said. “It always has been and 
always will be.’ 

But to define the Stingers cap- 
tain simply as an athlete would 
be to ignore what she calls “the 
multi-faceted nature of people” 
something Dolan proves you 
should never do. 

Dolan applied to political sci- 
ence with what she would 
describe as an underwhelming 
CEGEP record. A first-semester 
psychology course nurtured her 
desire to help others. Now she's 
completed a BA Specialization in 


_ Psychology with Distinction 


(GPA 3.98), and she'll be starting 
medical school at McMaster 
University next fall. 

Along the way, the Stingers 
centre spent four years on the 
dean's list and as an Academic 
All-Canadian, and three as 
Female Academic Athlete of the 


| year. As team captain this year, 


Dolan was named MVP for 


| women’s hockey, received an 


Award of Distinction for her 
career contribution to the 
Stingers, and was named to the 


QSSF All-Star team by rival 


teams. 

“Till remember the way people 
at Concordia believed in me — 
my profs, my coach, my team- 
mates, [Mature Students advi- 
sor] Brigeen Badour. I'm touched 
by that. 

“I have. huge respect for 
Concordia for looking beyond my 


CEGEP record to my potential as a 
person. They gave me a chance to 
prove myself to myself?” 

Dolan admires McMaster’s 
program for the same reasons. 

“They believe it takes people 
from a range of backgrounds to 
make for a good program and 
good doctors. They look at the 
person as a whole’ 

Hockey has provided her a 
model for life. 

“It's a commitment to some- 


ing,’ Shanahan said. 

“Tt helped us understand how 
to work in big spaces, and how to 
work with the specific needs of 
different venues around the city, 
Kennedy said. 

Kennedy added that the expe- 
rience allowed them to create 
more interaction between the 
performing and visual arts by 
having performances at various 
vernissages. 

But the event is huge and 
chaotic. “It’s been a nice transi- 
tion to the [VAV] gallery. We're 
more directly involved? Kennedy 
said. 

All that experience will serve 
them well in their own gallery. 
The pair also want to devote 
some time to their own artistic 
practice. They both expect to 
return to school for graduate 
work eventually. 


med school 


thing above and beyond your 
self? Dolan said. “It’s about push- 
ing others and being pushed by 
others beyond what you think 
are your limits. There are 19 girls 
behind you, and the day you're 
down, they'll be there to push 
you forward’ 

“Anyone whos been on a team 
knows it’s about more than 
sports, it’s a family” 

Dolan intends to practice fam- 
ily medicine. 





Andrea Dolan‘s time at Concordia proved she's suited to helping others. 
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Goffaux is settling into postdoctoral life at the Université de Sherbrooke. 
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DAWN WISEMAN ; 
A spring PhD graduate, Philip 
Goffaux is already pursuing a post- 
doctoral fellowship at the 
Université de Sherbrooke, where he 
is examining the effect of placebos 
on how the brain processes pain. 

To doso, he is looking at ERPs or 
event-related potentials. These 
measurable jumps in the brain's 
electrical activity can be observed 
within a short period (usually mil- 
liseconds) of exposure to stimulus. 

His expertise in the use of ERPS 
was developed at Concordia dur- 
ing doctoral studies at the Centre 
for Research in Human 
Development under both Dolores 
Pushkar and Natalie Phillips. 

“It was fantastic experience for 
me; he said. 

Goffaux’s work focused on cogni- 


Science grads take different paths 


DAWN WISEMAN 


Science College brought Anna 
Bernardi and Karine Lalonde 
together. The two chemistry 
majors and co-op students met 
in first year and have been have 
been “inseparable ever since.’ As 
graduation approaches, however, 
the friends are embarking on 
separate paths. 

Roomates Bernardi and 
Lalonde were initially attracted 
to the Science College by its 
small classes and_ research 
opportunities; each student in 
the program undertakes three 
major research projects , two 
outside their major field of study. 

“It provides a nice well-round- 
ed science degree and the oppor- 
tunity to study with people who 
are just as motivated as you are; 
explained Lalonde. 


Bernardi said, “The ability to 
really explore science before 
going on to do a master's degree 
really appealed to me. You don't 
often get a chance to get your 
hands dirty as an undergradu- 
ate” However, they had ample 
opportunity. Both did co-op 
stints in labs at Concordia and 
Merck-Frosst. 

“Co-op really helped me to see 
the work environment in indus- 
try, and the pressures involved’ 
said Bernardi, who _ quite 
enjoyed her time away from the 
university. 

Lalonde, on the other hand, 
learned that she was much more 
cut out for academia. “It’s impor- 
tant to figure that out early, or 
you can end up getting stuck in a 
job you don't like” 

With GPAs above 4.0, which 
earned them both this year’s con- 


vocation Chemistry Medal, the 
two could pretty much choose 
any path they wanted. It is their 
different interests that are defin- 
ing their next steps. 

Bernardi will enter Université 
de Montréal in the fall to study 
pharmacology. “My chemistry 
degree will still be useful, and I'll 
get to work directly with people 
on a regular basis, making a pos- 
itive difference in their lives” 

Bernardi also won the Science 
College Prize. She has been 
working with the Golden Key 
and as fundraising coordinator 
of the Science College Student 
Association. 

Lalonde will take a few months 
off and then return to Concordia 
in January to begin a master’s 
degree in environmental chem- 
istry with Yves Gélinas. “I really 
prefer a more secluded environ- 


GREAT GRADS 


Goffaux studies the adaptive brain 


tive function, and more specifically 
on how the brain adapts — or does- 
nt — to deal with things such as 
planning, coordination, multitask- 
ing and holding information as we 
get older. Previous research in this 
area has clearly shown that cogni- 
tive function tends to decrease or at 
least slow down with age. 

“There's a definite trade-off of 
speed for accuracy; explained 
Goffaux. However, it had never 
been studied using ERPs. 

With healthy adult subjects of 
different ages, Goffaux measured 
ERP activity while they performed 
a variety of executive tasks. 

“Wed read out something like ‘R 
3 A 7 and ask them to order the 
numbers from smallest to largest, 
and the letters in alphabetical 
order: He laughed. “It sounds sim- 
ple, but it can be quite challenging” 


Goffaux demonstrated that 
older adults who maintain better 
cognitive function are somehow 
recruiting different parts of the 
brain, particularly the prefrontal 
cortex, as a kind of temporary 
storage or working memory. 

“Their brain waves differed sig- 
nificantly from those who were 
less successful at the task” 

The good news: If you have good 
working memory, you are more 
likely to maintain better memory 
as you age. And as Goffaux 
explained, even if you don't have 
great working memory now, you 
can likely improve it to see long- 
term benefits. 

“Crossword puzzles, sudoku— 
these are all good, but even physi- 
cal exercise helps. It seems that 
what is good for the heart is ulti- 
mately good for the brain? 





Bernardi (left) and Lalonde are ready for the next stage of their careers. 


ment than Anna, she said. “I love 
the problem-solving, And I think 
in environmental chemistry, I'll 
be able to make a positive differ- 
ence as well” 

Despite their diverging paths, 


Lalonde is convinced that she 
and Bernardi will remain close. 
“The best thing about Science 
College was the friendships. No 
matter what we do, those will 
last forever” 


Investor's portfolio has grown since he began at age 17 


MICHAEL KEEGAN 


Johann Tritthardt started invest- 
ing at age 17. “I started investing 
my own money in my father’s 
account, because you are really 
not allowed to open an invest- 
ment account at that age” He 
sold one investment the next year 
“for a handsome profit.” The 
other is still in his portfolio. 

This summer, the Honours stu- 
dent (BComm, Finance) will 
begin his career as an analyst 


with Morgan Stanley’s institu- 
tional equity division, first in New 
York and then in Toronto. 

After spending his first year at 
McGill in Economics and 
Finance, Tritthardt was drawn to 
the Kenneth Woods Portfolio 
Management Program (KWPMP) 
at JMSB. 

“Tt was an opportunity to actu- 
ally manage money and gain 
access to an instant network,” he 
said. “Also, it’s hard to get good 
internships:and the program has 


a good reputation for that.” 

His choice paid off. He was 
granted an _ internship at 
Goodman & Company, 
Investment Counsel, in Toronto 
for the summer of 2005. 

“I couldn't ask for better? 
Tritthardt said. “It was known as 
one of the best internships you 
could get. I got to sit in on partner 
meetings.’ It was a kind of dream 
come true for the young money 
manager. 

“Tt was my first time living away 


from home, and I got to go to 
Toronto, actually doing analyst 
work on the 55th floor of Scotia 
Plaza, on Bay St’ 

Tritthardt followed that up 
with an internship at the Caisse 
de dépét et placement du Québec 
in the summer of 2006. 

He will be graduating with a 
Calvin C. Potter Fellowship in 
recognition of his completion of 
the KWPMP. 

Tritthardt also enjoyed the 
Honours program, and his daily 


interaction with Imants Paeglis 
and the faculty, gaining insight into 
how they work in the discipline. 

“The Honours program was 
academically oriented and the 
KWPMP was industry-oriented? 
he said. “I knew I always wanted 
both perspectives and I was 
afforded both. 

“My thanks go out to Dr. 
Abraham Brodt, the director of 
the KWPMP, and to the very car- 
ing professors and faculty people 
who helped me through this.” 
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Erin Silver will return to graduate 
studies here in the fall. 
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The art of writing and criticism 


KAREN HERLAND 





When Erin Silver was ready to 
return to school, she approached 
it differently. 

“I decided if I was going to 
come back, and I was going to do 
it right.” 

She entered the art history pro- 
gram as a mature student after 
completing only one year of 
Dawson's liberal arts program 
and taking a few years off. She 
took a course the summer before 
she started her BA to try to get a 
jump on things. “After that first 
class [taught by Denis 
Longchamps], I knew this was 
what I wanted to do’ 


Art History provided the oppor- 
tunity to work with art, and to 
write, two areas important to 
Silver. Besides her classes, Silver 
became a Fine Arts student repre- 
sentative at Senate. She was first 
editor in chief and, the next year, 
senior editor of the Concordia 
Undergraduate Journal of Art 
History. The journal almost dou- 
bled in size during her tenure. She 
also developed a new template 
and improved its online presence. 

She co-curated sic: Challenging 
Representations of HIV/AIDS and 
Illness with Tagny Duff to show- 
case the work of students in the 
interdisciplinary course on 
HIV/AIDS. Her work in that 


course also led her to publish a 
research paper: “Missing, 
Presumed Dead: PWA Portrait- 
ure and Photographic Depictions 
of Illness and Death ca. 
Nineteenth Century.” 

Her academic dedication was 
supported by her decision to 
become one of the first few Art 
History students in the co-op pro- 
gram. Her internships led her to 
work on the Mois de la Photo with 
professor Martha Langford and for 
McGill-Queen’s University Press. 

Besides earning her the Brian 
T. Counihan Scholarship for 
2006-07, Silver’s dedication has 
offered her the chance to partici- 
pate in numerous projects. “It 


Azzolin makes a great case for getting involved 


MICHAEL KEEGAN 





Jenviev Azzolin was drawn to 
marketing’s marriage of art and 
science. “I really loved the fact 
that you need a lot of creativity, 
and a lot of facts and numbers to 
back up what youre doing, she 
said. 

She earned a place on the Dean's 
Honour roll at Concordia, garner- 
ing many awards and scholarships. 
A standout honour was receiving a 
CEO of the Year Futures Fund 
Award and Scholarship in 2005. 


“That felt so rewarding, to have 
other people see something in 
you,’ she recalled. As one of only 
10 students across Canada to 
receive the award each year, she 
also got to attend the CEO of the 
Year gala in Toronto. 

“It's a fantastic event. You're sur- 
rounded by press, and you get to 
meet so many great people from 
across the country” 

Azzolin was involved in many 
extracurricular activities, but 
found participating in various 
national and international case 


competitions particularly valuable. 
She so enjoyed her experience as 
part of the silver medal-winning 
marketing team at the Commerce 
Games in January 2006 that she 
decided to join the John Molson 
Competition Committee the next 
year as VP Internal. One of her 
proudest moments in her final 
year at Concordia was seeing her 
International Business Strategy 
team win gold and the Concordia 
delegation win first place overall. 
“That win embodied everything 
I'd done at Concordia; she said. “T 


poured everything I had into it? 
Graduating this spring Beta 
Gamma Sigma with a BComm in 
Marketing from the JMSB Azzolin 
is already working full time as a 
marketing coordinator for MEGA 
Brands in Montreal. She feels well 
prepared by her time at JMSB. 
“Tm ready,’ she said. “I've gained 
a lot of real experience — so much 
more than just the classroom — 
experience that gives me confi- 


’ dence and will serve me a long 


time in the business world? 





was totally worth it. I was a lot 
more present and responsible for 
my own education. 

Although Silver was offered 
places in grad school at both the 
University of Toronto and New 
York University, she has decided 
to return to Concordia to build 
on the contacts she’s already 
made here. 

She's increasingly interested in 
the city, architecture, desire and 
autobiography, and wants to 
explore the relationships among 
these subjects at the graduate 
level. So far, her experiences 


have taught her shed prefer writ- 
ing and teaching to administra- 
tive work. 


If you want something done... anthropology students publish work 


KAREN HERLAND 


Isabelle Amy Legoff was excited 
when her professor pronounced 
her essay worthy of publication in 
an anthology of ethnographic 
papers exploring communities in 
Montreal written by students. 

Months later, Gediminas 
Lankauskas still had no concrete 
information about when, or how, 
Legoff’s study of Romani musi- 
cians in Montreal would be pub- 
lished. So last November, Legoff 
approached Rachel James and 
Talia Weisz, two other students she 
knew would be interested in the 
project, and the three undergrads 
entered the world of publishing. 

Stories from Montreal 3: 
Ethnographic Accounts of Life in 
North Americas Francophone 
Metropolis was launched at La 
Centrale Gallery on June 7. 

This is the third compilation of 
work done in the Anth 315 field 


research class. However, momen- 
tum was lost and no one has taken 
on the project since the second vol- 
ume was published in 2002. That's 


where Legoff’s initiative kicked in. 

She and her co-editors started 
with 15 papers that had been writ- 
ten during the 2005-06 academic 





Isabelle Amy Legoff (left), Talia Weisz and Rachel James at La Centrale 
Gallery during their book launch on June 7. 
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year. The trio whittled that down to 
10 based on “clarity of the subject 
and how well the arguments were 
supported,’ Legoff said. 

The pieces investigate martial 
arts communities, drumming cir- 
cles, religious and political subcul- 
tures, musical groups, and the revi- 
talization of the Mohawk language 
at Kahnawake. These groups 
stretch the term ‘communities: 

“This has been an issue that 
has been debated in anthropolo- 
gy. Cultures are no longer seen as 
bounded, timeless entities, 
Legoff said. “The essays are more 
concerned with specific ‘commu- 
nities; in the sense of belonging 
to a group.” 

In almost every case, the 
researcher felt some tie to the com- 
munity, participating beyond the 
few months expected for the 
assignment. 

The editors contacted the 
authors of the papers they select- 


ed and embarked on a rigorous 
editing process. “We worked with 
them throughout the year. Each 
piece went through four drafts,” 
recalled Legoff. “Since they're 15 
to 35 pages long, that’s quite a bit 
of work” 

The three learned how to 
fundraise (a number of campus 
and student groups financed the 
project) and how to organize an 
event. They also learned how 
their abilities complemented 
each other. “Talia was the hard- 
est, she's a hardass editor’ 

All three agreed that taking the 
manuscript through the editing 
process into the hands of a copy 
editor, designer and eventually 
into book form, was a long and 
complex process. 

“I had no idea what to expect. 
They taught me how to work with 
lots of different people, “ Weisz said. 

The book will be available at the 
Co-op and Concordia Bookstores. 
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New Concordia homepage a first step 


BARBARA BLACK 


The new Concordia home page 
that will be rolled out in a few 
weeks is the first phase of a proj- 
ect to give the university a dis- 
tinctive, dynamic and _ highly 
functional presence on the World 
Wide Web. 

In the past, web sites have 
been developed without much 
coordination. University Web 
Communications Coordinator 
Simon Horn says that sites were 
designed in a wide variety of 
styles, language and architecture. 

Over the last 12 months, Web 
Communications has developed 
and presented widely a vision of a 
user-centered website to deliver 
information, services and persua- 
sive Concordia stories, especially 
to potential students who use the 
web to scout universities and 
whose expectations are very high. 

“Give the users what they 
want, where and when they want 
it” is the idea behind the vision, 
which was presented to the sen- 
ior administration and members 
of the university in the academic 
and service areas. 

A strong proponent of this 
approach was Web Producer 
James Allison, whose _back- 
ground is in user experience 
analysis. Allison says the 
redesign project has not just 
been about the layout of the 


As the university’s new homepage 
is rolled out, the Department of 
Media Relations is introducing a 
new and improved website that 
shares the same approach. 

“Our old website was aimed 
specifically at print and broad- 
cast journalists, with news 
releases about special events and 
suggestions about which profes- 





home page but also providing a 
framework for all of Concordia's 
web presence. 

Much of the traffic comes via 
search engines, so visitors are 
landing on specific pages across 
Concordia's web sites. The page 
for a specific program or depart- 
ment might not situate you with- 
in Concordia and not provide 
links to find your way to the 
information you need. “They 
may not know what faculty 
they're in, or even be able to tell 
that they're at Concordia.’ 

Web Communications is also 
working with the faculties to 
renew their home pages using 
the same underlying design and 
navigational elements as the 
main home page. Eventually, 
each layer of pages will have a 
common look and feel, while still 
permitting university depart- 
ments and units to express their 
distinctive personalities. 

Web —sDessigners = Rommil 
Santiago and Mathieu Vo-Quang 
have designed a template to 
enable sites to be renewed to 
complement the new home page. 
The redesigned main site and the 
template follow the guidelines of 
Concordias new visual identity. 
The use of the new logo and sig- 
nature will create a family resem- 
blance across the university's 
many sites. The templates are 
available from Web Communi- 


cations. 

In developing the template, the 
university's web team had invalu- 
able help from members of the 
Web Forum, an informal group of 
up to 50 employees from across 
the university who have respon- 
sibility for the content, technolo- 
gy and/or design of their depart- 
ments’ web pages. The Web 
Forum meets roughly once a 
month to discuss subjects of 
mutual concern. 

The new home page marks the 
beginning of the next stage of the 
project, which will further inte- 
grate the services and informa- 
tion offered on the website. 

Laurie Zack, Director of 
Internal and Web Communi- 
cations, says it’s a work in 
progress: “We're going to fine- 
tune and test the home page 
through the summer. We want to 
know what users think” 

The goal is a seamless institu- 
tional site that delivers targeted 
information and useful interac- 
tive features to internal and 
external audiences so that we 
attract new students, professors 
and researchers. It will also mean 
developing tools to ensure the 
flow of accurate news and infor- 
mation across the university site. 

“The way to achieve this inte- 
grated web presence is to work 
together. We're on our way; Zack 
concluded. 
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This mock-up of the new home page provides a glimpse of things to come. 


Site will help build relationships with the media 


sors can offer an opinion on the 
daily news. But as our depart- 
ment name implies, we work on 
creating a relationship with the 
media, said Director Christine 
Mota. 

With that reciprocity in mind, 
the new site is meant as much for 
Concordians as it is for reporters. 

The site tells you how to tell a 


tale, and make it credible, interest- 
ing, clear and relevant — all prime 
requirements for the media — and 
then reminds you to be available 
to convey your message. 

Faculty members who are a lit- 
tle anxious about being inter- 
viewed on television can get reas- 
suring advice. They can not only 
learn how to give a better inter- 


° 
o 
2 
m 
< 
= 
> 
z 
u 
= 
m 
o 


view, they're given a concise sum- 
mary of their relationship with the 
interviewer: what the subject's 
rights are, and what the journalist 
can reasonably expect. 

Student groups organizing a big 
event can learn how to deal with 
the media in a positive way. The 
site shows them how to write 
news releases and public service 


announcements, and how to 
engage the media in a positive, 
productive way. 


Mota and her team have also 
conducted more than 300 inter- 
views with professors to create 
capsule biographies for the 
Experts Guide, which will be on 
the site at mediarelations.concor- 
dia.ca. 


Colors of Concordia 
exceeds goal 


Vanessa Meyer looks back at Camilo Baratto at the start of the June 3 
Tour de I'lle. The event has been raising money for the Colors of 
Concordia endowment (offered to a student whose efforts help bring cul- 
tures together). According to Ramona Senecal, the goal was to raise the 
$24,000 by 2009, but they have raised $25,000 in just three years. Over 
350 people participated in the bicycle tour, representing 74 different 
countries. For more information, go to www.colorsofconcordia.com. 
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Multi-faith Celebration 


Multi-faith Chaplaincy warmly invites you to the annual Multi-faith Celebration to honour the achievements 
of our graduating students. Tonight, June 14, at 7:30 p.m., we will host an evening of music, movement, visual 
art, reflections, meditation and short films. Chaplains, students and alumni have come together to create an 
evening that is sure to inspire, edify and delight all who attend. The event is free and open to everybody, so 
please spread the word and invite your friends! 

Highlights of this year's event include sacred movement performance; short reflections from leaders and 
scholars of several faith traditions; a solo by the lead singer of Montreal's Far From Shore; and organic 
refreshments following the event. 

Come join us in the D.B. Clarke Theatre (Hall Building, downtown campus). For further information please 
contact Tracey Fisher at Tracey.Fisher@concordia.ca or 514-848-2424 ext. 3593. 


Rights Here! 


Theatre, law and activism combine to form Rights Here!, a community-based Human Rights Education proj- 
ect that uses theatre to engage young people from culturally diverse populations in dialogue about human 
rights with a larger Montreal community. Concordia University’s Department of Theatre, in collaboration 
with Teesri Duniya Theatre and the Park Extension Youth Organization (PEYO), draws on traditions of 
Indian Street Theatre to tackle themes such as “reasonable” accommodation and community representation 
in the media. With acrobatics, giant puppets, singing and dancing, Rights Here! is large, lively, fun, and suit- 
able for the entire family. 

Performances June 14 (June 15 in case of rain): Mont Royal Metro at 3 p.m.; Howard Park at 7 p.m. (Liége 
between Querbes & De l'Epée). More performances later in the month. 

Concordia students are participating in all aspects of creating, performing, and evaluating Rights Here! All 
performances are free. For more information, contact PEYO at 514-278-7396 ext. 233. 


REACH Summer Science Camp 


The REACH Summer Science Camp, one of Montreal's foremost educational and fun camps, was established 
in 1989 by three students from Concordia’s Engineering and Computer Science Association and McGill's 
Engineering Undergraduate Society. Unlike many summer camps, it promotes and fosters an interest in sci- 
ence, technology and engineering in children through thought-provoking demonstrations and hands-on 


experiments. For registration and further information, visit: www.reach.ece.mcegill.ca/ 


Fine Arts Exhibition 


The Fifth Annual Fine Arts Graduating Students’ Exhibition series series features both visual and cinematic 
arts happening in three buildings in five different locations with 40 Concordia artists participating. This 
exhibition aims to showcase the exceptional talents of artists from Concordia University who are graduating 
from our Fine Arts programmes at this time. A Faculty of Fine Arts co-production with the Concordia 
University Alumni Association, this event remarks the transition of our most notable young artists from stu- 
dents into alumni. The Fifth Annual Graduating Students’ Exhibition is a one of a kind event featuring film, 
video and every different kind of visual art one can imagine. For more info: gradshow.concordia.ca/ 


Eureka! 


Concordia will be taking part in the Eureka! Festival, a science fair produced by the Montreal Science Centre 
and held in the Old Port. Both the faculties of Arts & Science and Fine Arts will contribute to this exciting 
event. Arts & Science will present Simplicity in Complexity, exhibits and experiments related to Origami, sci- 
ence and technology and papermaking. Fine Arts will present Interaction in Action, two hour-long tours of the 
Faculty building that combine art and technology in interactive exhibits. The festival runs from June 15 to 17, 
though the Fine Arts tours only take place on June 16. For full details, see Concordia's Eureka site: www.concor- 


dia.ca/sciencefair/ . The Eureka! Festival site is here: www.eurekafestival.ca/ 





Names 
in print 


Christopher Hammock, Grant 
Reviewer, and Adela Reid, 
Compliance Officer, pore over a 
new booklet published by the 
Office of Research. It comprises 66 
short biographies of Concordia 
researchers in the following cate- 
gories: Canada Research Chairs, 
which are funded by the govern- 
ment; Concordia Research Chairs, 
funded by the university; and 
endowed chairs and distinguished 
professorships, funded by private 
and/or corporate donors. The pro- 
motional booklet was launched at a 
reception June 6 by President 
Claude Lajeunesse and Vice- 
President Louise Dandurand. 
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IN BRIEF 


Students check grades on phones 


Concordia University has come a 
long way since CARL, the 
Concordia Automated Response 
Line, was used to verify grades 
and course schedules. As of 
seven weeks ago, students began 
reaching for their beloved cellu- 
lar phones to check in on grades 
and class schedules. To date, 
over 2,100 grades have been 
accessed via this new messaging 
service, with usage expected to 
explode as the fall semester 
approaches and students check 
their schedules. 

Users can personalze their 
messaging settings through the 
MyConcordia portal. Cancelled 
classes, account balances and 


exam schedules are sent directly 
to their handheld device. Andrew 
McAusland, Associate Vice- 
President, IITS, noted that mes- 
saging options will increase to 
include options ranging from 


shuttle bus schedules to the day's 
cafeteria menu. 
“Undergraduate students 


entering the university were born 
in 1988. Expectations have 
increased tremendously, and it is 
vital that we deliver these critical 
services in the most efficient way; 
he said. 

Concordia’s messaging service 
will also be capable of sending 
emergency notifications to stu- 
dents within minutes. 


Voice-mail in your inbox 


Accessing voice-mail at 
Concordia just got a lot easier. 
With the university's ongoing 
replacement of the old voice-mail 
system to Cisco Unity, which 
began last month, users will be 
able to receive their messages 
from their email and listen to 
them from their computer. Other 
options will include the ability to 
“undelete” messages even after 
you've hung up the phone, as well 
as configuring features through a 
web page. 

Concordia staff and faculty who 
often work from home or on the 
road will notice convenient new 
functions which include having 
the system call them at a specified 
phone number (i.e., cell phone) 
when receiving new voice-mail. 
This option can even be set so 
users are only notified when the 
call is designated as urgent. 





Pre-setting vacation messages, 
as well as times users would like 
to be notified of urgent messages, 
are all a part of the new Cisco 
Unity package. Users will even 
have the choice of setting their 
phone so callers can press a spe- 
cial key to transfer their call to a 
designated number. 

“This option is especially useful 
when your job duties mean you 
need to be reachable in an urgent 
circumstance; said Mike Babin, 
Assistant Director, Communi- 
cations, IITS. “You can have the 
calls transferred to your cell 
phone, home phone, or even your 
assistant’ 

The switchover to Cisco Unity 
will be completed the end of June, 
at which point the old system will 
be turned off. Please email 
unity@support.concordia.ca with 
any questions. 





Upgrade for Moodle 


This fall, faculty and students will 
notice a sleek new design for 
Moodle, Concordia’s course web- 
site system. The makeover will be 
released in conjunction with an 
upgrade to the latest version of 
Moodle, including improvements 
to the Assignment, Lesson, Quiz 
and Wiki modules. The Roles 
assignment feature will offer 
increased usability and flexibility, 
including additional options. The 
ability to switch page views will 
also be improved. 

The 2006-07 academic year saw 
over 1,500 Moodle course sites, a 
figure which has more than dou- 
bled since the system's inception 
in 2005-06. Barbara Cree, Mana- 


ger, Web Development & 
Publications, IITS, noted that not 
only has the number of courses 
increased, but so has the usage 
(hits per day). 

“The way professors are using 
Moodle is really changing’ said 
Cree. “Whereas many users start- 
ed out using only the more basic 
functions, they are now taking 
advantage of more features, like 
the Quizzes and Forums’ 

Moodle courses will automati- 
cally be created for all Fall 2007-08 
courses. To access a course, sim- 
ply click on “My Moodle Courses” 
from the MyConcordia portal. 
Please e-mail ccw-support@con- 
cordia.ca with any questions. 
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Stingers win Friendship Game 


Head coach John Dore and the 
Stingers men’s basketball team 
won the second annual Friendship 
Games, held in Tel Aviv, Israel. 

The final was a hard-fought 45- 
40 victory over Serbia on June 8, in 
which leading scorers for the 
Stingers were all-star guard 
Damian Buckley (15 points) and 
Andre Johnny (11). 

College students from 17 coun- 
tries took part in the round-robin 
tournament, and got to know one 
another. The Friendship Games 
were conceived in 2006 by Atlanta 
Hawks co-owner Ed Peskowitz as a 
way of breaking down barriers of 
misunderstanding. 

“I think the concept of the 
Friendship Games is terrific? said 
Dore. “It's peace through sport. It 
builds bridges and has just been an 


incredible experience for our kids? 

The team found time to explore 
some of the spectacular historical 
and scenic attractions of the 
region, including Jerusalem, the 
Dead Sea, Nazareth, Sea of Galilee, 
Tiberias and Tel-Aviv-Jaffa. 

In the opening rounds, 
Concordia defeated China 46-36, 
Italy 65-36 and Nazareth 71-29. All- 
Canadian forward Patrick Perrotte 
scored 16 points to lead the 
Stingers to a 62-51 victory over 
Ireland in the semifinals. 

Coach Dore and the team have 
returned to Montreal after 17 days 
and two tournaments in Israel. 
The Stingers also won the 
International Academic Sport 
Association Tournament in Be’er 
Sheva on May 31. 

BARBARA BLACK 





The team celebrates after taking the Be’er Sheva Tournament. (Top row, L-R) Sebastien Martin, Jamal Gallier, 
Dwayne Buckley, Pierre Thompson, Levi Vann, Desmond Murphy. (Bottom row, L-R) Damian Buckley, Andre Johnny. 


Thrifty designers make trash into treasures 


Julie Mancini designed a coffee table that is green — literally. Made of two previously discarded pieces of fur- 
niture, it features a growing surface under glass for herbs, grass, flowers and other plants. 





BARBARA BLACK 


The assignment: Reuse the waste produced by somebody else, and do 
it with a minimum of waste. Incorporate used light bulbs, empty 
vodka bottles, scrap wood and used blankets into furniture that’s sleek 
and usable. Show it to best advantage along one long wall of the exhi- 
bition space of Place Bonaventure. Design, deliver and assemble your 
exhibit on time. And don't be intimidated by the professional compe- 
tition all around you. That's the challenge of Eco-Design. 

Every year, SIDIM (the Salon international du design d'intérieur de 
Montréal) provides Concordia’s aspiring designers with a chance to 
produce an exhibit from start to finish and rub shoulders with profes- 
sional designers from around the world. 

The 10 students in Lydia Sharman’s third-year course on designing 
for sustainability have made chairs, tables and lamps out of humble 
materials and lofty ideals. 

The objects, plus some items designed in a similar program at 
UQAM, was displayed in an exhibit the Concordia students designed 
using rough wooden pallets supported by spotlights on wooden 
columns, plus banners, and information cards. SIDIM was a three-day 
event May 24 to 26 that was open to the public on the final day. 
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